
Cornwall was the !rst of the Celtic regions of Britain and Ireland to be annexed by the
English, and so the !rst to lose its native language. The linguistic and cultural confusion
which resulted from the death of Cornish led to unsubstantiated but persistent traditions
that Phoenicians, Saracens and Jews had been present in Cornwall from ancient times
and that Jews had controlled and operated the tin industry in medieval times. In this 
substantial and meticulously researched book, the author applies a critical and penetrat-
ing analysis to the place of Jews in Cornish folklore, and also distinguishes the Cornish
Jews from the indigenous Cornish Gentiles who adopted Hebrew names, but who are not
known to have been of Jewish descent.

In the main body of the text, the identities, occupations and commercial contribution of
those Jews who lived in Cornwall in the 18th and 19th centuries and who settled in 
Cornwall’s southern ports of Falmouth, Penzance and Truro, as well as in Redruth and St.
Austell, are presented in remarkable detail. There are comprehensive family trees, 
biographies, information from public records, membership of civic organisations, such as
Freemasonry, and complete translations of Hebrew headstones, which should be of great
value to those tracing their own family history.

All of the Rabbis known to have served in Falmouth and Penzance have also been 
identi!ed, some, like Rabbi B. A. Simmons, living in the County for !fty years, and the 
religious life of the congregations and their struggle to survive is also given extensive cov-
erage. With many original illustrations, this book represents a major contribution by the
author to Cornish and Anglo-Jewish history, representing some thirty years of study and
research.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Keith Pearce was born in Camborne, Cornwall in 1949. Generations of his family on both sides
have been closely associated with Methodism. From an early age he developed an interest
in Biblical History, and later in Judaism. He was educated at Redruth Grammar School, and
then studied at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and Exeter College, Oxford. He has lived in
Yorkshire, and returned to Cornwall in 1974. He taught Religious Studies, including Jewish
Studies, Politics and Law to Sixth Form Students in Penzance until his retirement. He has
been the custodian of the Penzance Jewish Cemetery since 1998, and is an honorary 
member of Kehillat Kernow.

David Giddings studied at Downing College, Cambridge and taught History to Sixth Form Students in Penzance for many
years. He also has an interest in Cornish Archaeology.

The Halsgrove Group includes DAA Halsgrove Ltd., Halsgrove Ltd. & Halstar Ltd.
Registered in England & Wales Nos. 4136732, 6029724 & 6472636 at Halsgrove House, Wellington TA21 9PZ.

Imprints: Halsgrove, Ryelands, Halstar, PiXZ Books & Halswood Journals.  Halsgrove® is a registered trademark.  Copyright© 2014

Halsgrove Publishing, Halsgrove House, Ryelands Business Park, Bagley Road, 
Wellington, Somerset TA21 9PZ   Tel: 01823 653777  Fax: 01823 216796

www.halsgrove.com    e-mail: sales@halsgrove.com

For a full listing of all Halsgrove titles, 
please visit our website at www.halsgrove.com

HALSGROVE TITLE INFORMATION

Keith Pearce

THE JEWS OF CORNWALL
A History – Tradition and Settlement to 1913

Format: Hardback, 688 pages, 234x156mm, 
including 64 pages of colour plates

Price: £29.99
ISBN: 978 0 85704 222 4
Imprint: Halsgrove
Published: May 2014



THE JEWS OF CORNWALL

Above: Penzance Jewish Cemetery (c. 1980).  Photo by Mandy Pearce.

Left: Rabbi Joseph Rintel of Falmouth.  Courtesy Jacob Archive 

Below: Example of a double-page spread in the plate section.

David Bischofswerder (centre seated) with members of his family at his home The Hollies (Chycelin) c. 1889. 
His father, Rev. Isaac Bischofswerder, by this time a widower, is seated far right.  Photo from an original in the possession 
of Victor Bishop.

Israel Levin’s Watch, Clock, Jewellery & Plate Establishment in Market Jew Street.  Courtesy Penlee House Museum and Gallery.


